Spencer Ryder letters &c 1845 b

The followlng "Linez written on the Heceat Fisitidiom
0f the Cholara at Ferozopore July 18A5" are in Spaicer'a
handariting hut, thers is nething 19 say whothor tuey were
writhen by nim or only copled aut by nla.

Eech Evenin:s they bore them thr! Lhe Belenchply . lows,

A feldier hy a seldier wept, o ithe silente of tus Tsub;

The Hournful tr: umpete lonely nobs, tbe dramo wite asfiled aound
Batokened that ons werrior zore, was laid within the fad SR

&= =
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Tea goourge ctme oler us like = blight, nons ino¥ on whoa +'weuld
fall,

Podey t*wus in the berreck room Touorrow in ke Lalil,

At dawn a wother mourn'd her child, - hefore the setiing sun

Her nushend waq 2lsne on esrth, ller svrrowing courss was rug.
7.

A Reevy cloom fell over 21}, none knew Low sown tuey'd Lracs

The aigns they ueat forebodad en gome loypld "familisy face®;

Affection'e ties were cvioser drewn, 2ll enmitics forpiven

And tnoge who seldom prsf'“ bef'ore now Laal ioeir *na& Lo nsavan.
A .

It fled at length it lef't us, 9n the plnione of the Blagt

It whirled awny, oler chther elimse its pestilence we gast,

The nourniny woices all nre huane i, anvye nod & thnen 4 ory

Which roess when an infant finds no isther aliling Ly.
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Aagast 9, 1345.
: Forozspore.

My desr Motier

by the laszt oall. but I find numbers
h?no the next aail (it will

Thera woa 1o letter Ffor o
of sxeusaa fOr vou Adowevar.

in & day or 2) will bring me ssustihi: Eiward seye no strongly
adviass me Lo heve ithns ‘ﬁﬁﬁ aant aub Lo Ris az de plves me &L
for it wulen is rather bHetisr than 3h. T sadnd it waed Detter be
80 uy 1t will be of srast uaa iﬁ _u;"ng it aled in cuae I go

nﬂ‘!'!*.*.“ For ?ul"}.?.ll-_-,h. Tt theapras ia tine """’Tu.ﬁ";a :JEi-":rrﬂ I. ..r;}a:* it Lo
thiﬁg E'tlﬂt}f* 1'.1}1 Butn I tzj'jjh'-:'tv,‘_ F:r_twﬁ:rj 11‘--3 i.i u1.1+

Ws navs all of us enjored presty soed heslih Lere. 1 nave
I 1 + o : R e B e
Sexer bean Jstﬁerr\ There ls a steansr couing up froa Sukichur in
a day or 2. By tha Bye reposrt :3nd3 vwa uwhere bai I 40 not whink
it 1ikely, I must any wﬂJd bye Moblisr fr aifectie 3on

Spencer Ryder



ﬂuﬁ'ﬂtﬂ ¥ EE‘ 1845.
Ferozepore.
Ky dear Mother

Your son is in very good nealth comnsldering all things.
How you must lock forward to the Indian iails ~ and what a
quantity of lettera to be read if they all come on tue sane
day. I am afreid mine are the worst of the lot. It ia
but netural.

More alterations in the Garden. How different it will
be from what I kEnow of it by sight. I have tuld you all
sbout the raln. There ls nothin; more to be gald about it
but the Beginning was very delightfdtl.

Augt.24. I received the mail of July 1st yesterday. You
glve bad news of Jophia¥ What will you do without Sophy.
You do not tell me the neme of tise vessel that is (o bring ay
parcel. I must leave off mo mother. I will enter more
fully intoc your last letter next mail., Give ay love to ithe
boys and Minnie, & Believe me

Ir Dutiful & affecte Son

Spencer Ryder.

SEm Sept. 14 1845
Ferozepore
ly dear Meother

1 have received your letters of the ist July & aa
guch ebliged for the kind wishes & remembrances of me on
my Birthday. I have had a sharp attack of fever, but
noething very ssrioua. I have now guite xezesxsi rsgovered
from it. The weather is certainly getting cooler though
it is still very warm in ithe middle of the day. We are all
on the leok out for the relief. But we do not expect to be
sent down to Sukkthur. The 15th N.I. is the lucky one? I
fancy if there is no aray formed that we shall be sent down
towards Bengal as it is our turn to zo dewn that way.

There has been another death nere of Chelera. Lieut.
Hooper 12th N.I. But new there are no caaes of it in the
62nd & we hope it has left us.

Tou pive me bad news of Soephia. What would you de 1if
Sophy goea away. 1 hope she will write to me although she
may be abread. I suppose my parcel 1s nearly half way
across new. What does it contain. I suppose I shall be
agroably surprleed when it comes.

We are having parades again now the weather is getting
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gooler. I pend you a small akeich of the house I am now
living in. I aum not sure that it will give you eny very
vivid idea of what it is, but I am afraid you will think

it larger & ouch mere comfortable than it ie in reality.
There have been & great number of thefte committed or
attempied in the last week. A gmng broke lovse from
Leodlanah about 12 of toem & they have cume down here.

They cut through the wall that surrounds my garden or
Gompound a8 it is usually celled and guietly walked away
with & bullogk. They have attacked one houss but I

believe they retreated without deoing much. I always have a
dog tied to my bed of & night and 8 daggsr under my pillow but
I do not fancy they would atteck a house unless they were
certain of getting acmeihing worth their while. And I de
not fangy they would find much more than blews in this house.

The nightes are moet beautiful just now while tne meomn
is up = not cold & not hot but just between the 2. It is 80
delightful to walk up & down the garden, I atay up very late
souetimes if I get any one to talk te.

3¢ Bessle is the firast to be marri:df I wonder wiho
will be the nesxt.

I have not had a single line from William but I suppose
it is not his feult, but the Blame ought t¢ be laid on the
Post wihich ia not at all well regulated.

I an afyald ay letter ia very short this mail but I will
malkts up for it another day. We are daily expecting tue
letters of July 24 which went through Calcutta. That mail
reached Bombay in 30 deye & Delhi, right in the middle of
India, in 37 days & 5 hours. That ie guick work. I iave
fieard that Leord Grey ia dead. I wonder when Annie will write
m¢ & line or 2. I have not heard from her for a long time
& I think I wrete last.

I muest now say adieu my mother
Yr affecte. Son
Spenser C.D. Ryder.

What will Buily say when she finde I nave not written te her

in retura for her bit of news & Sophy teo has sent me & line

or $we and 1 have ne return 1o make. All I can say ia that

I am in very good health & very heppy and you must be content
with that till I can send you something better. So good bye
9o you my aister

Ir naughty Brother 3pen.
By the Bye I may as well say in case he should hot write himeelf



and you may be writing to the Coldwells that Mr. Perkins ls
in good health & has not fallem in love with any one yst.
Tate love to sveryone.

Septr.24 18495 Peroszepore
My dear HMother

I have received your packet of tne 18tk July and I am
deily expecting the next. The Relief has come out at last.
s do not move. The 15th go down (o Sukichur and two new
corps are coming up hers, the §%5rd & 36th. The latter were
at Dinspore with me. 5S¢ we shall havs & Infantry cerps rather
a strong auster. About 20 boats have gome up from Sukichur
te this place and are now lying at tae ghat or ferry about 4
miles off. They are to help make a bridge scross the Sutledj,
& there are about 40 more coming up. The erews of the beate
already at the Ghat are daily exercised in their work, (making
a bridge & taking it o bits again), & there are 2 Companies with
3 officers encamped on the banks as & guard. There is a repert
& it is generally believed that Peshora Sing has been murdered.
The story I heard was this. Inwabir Sing the uncle of Duleep
8ing, the young prince, had promised to make one of his servants
a general on the death of Peshora Sing. Aceordingly tinile
servant goes & makes friends with one of Peshora Sing's servants
wiho at hie instigation I suppose murders Peshora 8ing. Whetusr
we shall go over the water or not, there is ne telling but I
saould say it wae nopat all unlikely. The Selkha posseass a
good deal of the land on thie side of the Rivepand es it very
good land the Company would not mind if they were the owners
of it.

The station is much healthier then it was, and the gold
weather 1s appreoaching gquickly. It is still very hot in the
middle of the day, but it is not necessary to be out of doors
then, & 1t 1a very pleasant inaslde the Louse.

By the Bys I do not think I have told you that we have got
the percussion muskets, s¢ bave all the corps at this etation
now. Certainly they are & greai improvement on the old flint
logks, but some learned pecple asy they are very bad for the
health on agoount of the copper cape, which give out a pernicious
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gas when they are fired off. All thet remains to be seen.

The meon does not ries till morning now and the thieves
are afoot mgein but they heve not pald us another visit yet.

X
I am glad to heer oy cousins bave become a¢ good looking.
Pray remeuber me to them If you see them mgain,

I saw in the papere that Mre. Ridley had zot anotuser beby and
Ian very glad to hear it is getting on so well.

I an sorry te hear Uncle H. is not a¢ well as uausl, But I
hops 4o hear better ecoounts in your aext. I must now eay
geed bys, for I want to send & line to Minule.

3o balieve ws Mother
Ir affacte. Son
Spancer R.

Septr.24 Psrozepore
My dear Minaie

T am afraid T have got nothing of importance te communicate
to you, for I have given mll the news to Hother. Bud I will
sea what I can do for you, I hear {or rather see] that Adelaids
& Florence“navs hesn sRxanzhxadaixad to see you, I was
surprised to find tiet they have been se much sdaired. They
were aolhing very perticular thet may, weres tney, when I was in
Enzland? Whai a remarkably unpolite spesche.

I have come across two new mnimnls to ms a scorpicn & a
Bes~cobra. The firast I found in my roox under a hox and I
put him ocut of his wlsery by squashing his head. The other
unimal wag brought me by my bearer on the point of a spear,
wish which ne bad killed him. It is a kind of Lizard. ‘This
one was a 2004 length & prettily wmerked. I have ot the skin
hanging ap in ay room. It is eaid to have a most desdly polsen -
death in § an hour or something. I certainly extracted a Tary
vieiecus losking fang. .

Fbat an apelegy for a letter but it will show you that I have
net forgotten you so I will say Tata. Give Sophy & kiss for me
@ tell her I will write to har next wmeil. 8o I will reaain

¥r dear brother
Spencer C.D. Rydsr.



Jetr. 16 13&5.
Ferozepere.

My dear Hother

It is aald now that it 1s almost certain an arny is te be
formed - That the 27%h & S4th Regle. N.I. are to0 remain to guard
the station with 200 of twne Umballa pelice. But whether we ars
%0 cross mxuwREtkax in 1, 2 or 3 bodies or where we are 1o orces
or whether we are to crouss at all, is not knowa ai present.
Howaver we heve made up our minds on the subject and nave fought
the campalign all over in ocur own way.

I have been doing sometbhing new in the way of duty. I was
asnt down with Capt. Struthera, Lisut. Lukin & 2 Companies 1o
the Ghet to guard the bomta for & week. It was ratner warm in
the middle of the day But we found a remedy for that. We
(1.8. Lieut. L. & eelf) went down 10 tho Beats and fished all
day aititing uader sn aming. The duty is taken weekly by each
Qorps (Infy) here & there was alac 1 troop of Cavalry relieved
montily. The Bomts I found were 33 in mumber. I wade m wistake
about the number in my last letter. & of thew are armed with
1 6pd. Cesonade sach. They are 24 ft. broad. 1 forzet the
length & would hold 150 men sitting down s¢ a&s to be hidden from
alght entirely.

The Ramleels, A Mehomedan festival ie just over. It was
& very pretir sight. Every evening fireworks & figures of
wicker work with rockets inetead of Bowels blowing up & mines
doing their best te throw dust in our eyes. All together very
pretly. The last night was the Grand ona & a huge figure
upwarde of 30 feet high & very ugly with lota of ayes & arms
[sketch Pollewg) after being dramn about for a long time was blown
up by being put on the top of 2 mine his arms flying about in all
directiong.

I think that your sdvice ebout the £500 is certainly the
best timt is to sy that it iz the sursast theugh it would bring
higher interest in thia country though it would net he the safesi.
Bdward telked about lging it out advantageously for me.

S8e it is all gettled sbout your lesing Sephy. How lemely
Hembledon will be locking, :

U bave been tryiny te ornament the walls of sy rooa in a
manner consistent with my testes - my un & a8 rifle which is net
my own byt perhape it may be, shot beltam, powder flasks, ramrod



fishing rodg, swords, knives, pistoels &ec s¢ that toe room looks
e 1lttle better than it did.

Hy family of doge has heen incremped very much with a litter
of beautiful little speniels.

Here 1s eomething for Richard to do for mes I want a good
fishing reel, strong lines, gut, hooks, &o anything that strikes
bls fancy im that line.

Prom what plece I shell write to you next I cannot ssy. We
are in & greet siste of exeitement looking out for alarms & nans
from all guerters. Ve all say we ghall net be here next month
or , we shell spend our Xtwss in Ceohmere  all manner of things
of the same acri., "What must be wust be" but I would just as
s00n stay nere & have o ;00d bout sheoting game inatead of
ghooting Seikhs.

I am expecting your asxt pncket (Augi. 20) very soen. Every
day in fact. I will mow say zood bys for a forinight Mother

Ir affects. Son
Spencer Byder.

L have made & very sbsurd mistake writing upon 2 nalf sheets
instead of ons., TVery odd that indesd. But I have n¢ time
to write another a¢ I must send it as 1t is.

Cetr. 35 Perozepore.
dy dear Mother

Another division of ths Bects hmve arrived. Thers are now
S4. But I hsve no news %0 tell you about the war, indeed wany
people say that there will be uone &t all.

The weatner is gottdng deligntful though it ie atill rather
%00 wara out of doors in the middle of the day., The mernings
are yery cold, and we Leve parads mlmost every merming (4 out of
the week, Tuseday, Wedansasdaey,,Friday, Saturday) % an hour before
Sunrise. lo more punkehs till next hot weather. There is s
repert here that Bakawulpore (on the Sutledj half way betwesn
this end Bukkhur) is 9 be made 4 glation of & the 14ta is to
be ons of the corps to be sent thers. If pse we shell have to
build. The matives say it is a very nice place and every thing
ie oheap there. 30 it may be now, but &e goon as it is made a
station of every thing will be double & ireble tas price.



How I wish I had brought out all my Fisaing tsckle. There are
plenty of fish to be caught in the river & you know ay love for
the gpert.

I wish I hed knewn the name of the ghip in waich ny parcel
was sent. I aw anxiously leoking for it though it ie rather too
early for it yet. I faney it will come in aa 2 TXtmas Dox" Just
the right time.

Here we have been talking aboul myself all tais time, and
bave quite forgotten the zad news that I have just received
nazely, Sophy's departure. It ig a delightful thing for Ler teo
sec what is to be sesn at home and abread but it is a great plty
that you should lese her for 2 whole years. But is 1ls necessary
A8 you say, so there ism no help For it. I received your letters
of Septr. 2 yesterday with Jophy'a zeod aye,

59 you have nothing but cold & rain, I come out & bagk
myaelf in the sun of e worning.

I am gorry to eay I shall net be able to de all I intended
a% the Examlnation for I have bsen so put back with illness, and
it wants continuous study., But I a2iill iatend to g0 up e an
examinatlon which I must pass before ] oma hold a Company, I
aball not be able to get a Company till after 2 yenrs service,
That will be sbout the end of next May, Being in charge of a
Company cives we 45 Re (about) a moath in addition te ay other
pay which will be & jreat help to an EBasign and then I hope I
shall not be obliged te draw om auy sllowance so much as I do now.

Fould you believe 11, I have not received a single line
from William sinoe he has come out and Bnily's acesunt of ths
Elephant shooting wac the first I hevs received. Bus I fency
it is no fault of hip. Does Enily mean thet flannel Jagket,
Linen trewsers & old slippers was hig sheoting dress, rather
peculiar, the slipperas, I should say.

I hepe to make myself very comfortable here in tie cold
waather. 1 shall bulld s fireplace in & susll room where the
winter sun gomes in. Put I will tell you mare af it when 11 is
done. At preseut we are having the house ¢leaned aand whitwashed.
My room le or rather sught te be a delicate blue, But at pressnt
1% might be any celor for the dirty - loag seams of mud which the
rain brought down from the roof. My next letter will, I hope
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tell you that I have got through my exam: with credit. Till
then I will eay good bye Mother

Beliesve me
¥r affaste Son
Spencer Ryder.

And now wy dear Emily

What shail I wrive to you about. 3Shall I condole with
you eon Sophy's departure. Tell her I will write to her whea
I knew her dirsction mnd if I do not know that soom I sasll write
nhreugh you,

Hany news you tell me of William. Pray send me every thing
of the kind. T will net ask you te transcribe his letters but
should Iike to know as mnch of tiem as you can tell me &s it
seems fated that I am not Lo see hie own handwriting.

Yeu talk as if there was some possibility of your leaving
Hambledon. I hope Yother will not lsave it unlese sue is
bliged to2 do go.

How Gearzy muet be delignted with the country & to thiok taat
he will one day have it¥for his own., I wonder whem Aunis iatends
Lo write to me again. I have been expecting a long deacription
from her own pen. Give her a hint will you ms e my ezpectations.

This is & poor return for your goed letiers But I have been
wrlting to Richerd this time zo I will say good bye for the
prassnt. '

¥r affecte Brotper
Spencer Hyder.

(Bome of fSpencer'e leliers ssem %o lave been delaved in the peat
becauee on November {et the father or mother of his friend
Perkcins wrote to Mrs. Byder "im gomplying with Mra. Qoldwell's
reguest” to reassure her. "I cannot for ens moment belisve
that it hes bsen through any neglset of his that you have not
heard from him by the twe last Mails, for if I mey Judge [rewm
whet oy dear son Horman says of him he is too good & kind ever
willingly to disappeint you". The letter contines "Our last
from NOrman...-+s28y8 -<... “Mr Ryder is getting on very well,
& is very steady, and nc doubt he will, ir proper time, through
the interest he has, zet & good nppaintnsnt“.}



Ferezepare Nev 16 (1845).
iy dear Mother

Reporte are getting warlike again and it is eald that the
Jeikhsd states on our side of the river sre to be demanded by
us whelly end will become ons of the "Protected States". If
s0 1t is net very likely that we stell get them for the asking.
But we have now (or siall have very soon ) an srmy ef 51,800
men of 2ll armg spsenbled at the varioue stations near the
frontier of which G400 are at Perozepore and if 2 thirde aof
that are avallable for service it will be ouite suflicient
te back cur erguasnts and tie Seilkhs are not men to yield
thelr own without atruggle and they must know that if once
the Britigh begin to meddle wiih their government it will not
he meny years before they tec will lose thelr independence
& becume a "Protected State”.

We havs khed zrand doings at our hitherte dull station.
You have heard that Prince Waldemar of Pruseia hag been in India.
®ell ne has been all through the country from Calcutta,up the
rille end has besa rigot into the interior of the uills and has
at last, for want of semething better to do , found his way
te thig out of the way place. He cmme here 3 or 4 days ago and
the day befors yesterday reviewed the troopa. All the truops of
the station were out in full drega - Infentry, Cawvalry & Artillery
but the ground was g9 awfully dusty it guite makes mwe cough o
think of i%t. The Prince could huve aeen little or nothing of
our menouvres bHut of gourgs ne was Lighly delighted with every
thing, though all of us agzresd in saging that our corps could not
have done warse "theuph I say it whe ghouldn’t". And last we
gove a pragd party te the Prince. We did not sit down so many
as waa intended ps saveral susgts staved awsy, but we had 2B and
the party passsd off remerkably well. The 14th are not & fast
corpa and they can therefore afford to come out rather expensively
en an oecoasion like ths present. Thse Prince iz a very affable
man geod leoking with s high forehead and a slight moustache.
He igs only 24 or 25 vears old but hs formed a gtriking contrast
to our old bear of a colonal next to whom he was sitting.

The weathar ia truly delightful but before sunrise and for
half an hour after Yoo it is fearfully cold. I never think of
zoing sbout wlthout a jecket and at night s atuffed quilt is not
%0 he dﬂpi A .

I saw Bessy'e Marrisge in the Papors jor we have ;0% the news



but not the letters which we ghall most likely have by tomorrow
or the nsxit day.

8¢ poor fSophy is gone., I hope she mey enjoy hersell hutb
2 years ia a long time. They pay we are t¢ be allowed to o
home after 7 years for 2 yesre Iurlough or 1 year, inetead of
after 10 yenras. It will be e great thing if we get it. Tou
mey then see me before 1 grow grey though I do not know why
I should grow grey at 30 either.

1 suppose my parcel must be in Calecutte by this time . I
hope Edward will write & iell me when ii{ comes. 1 have bad
no lebters from Williem yet. Very odd indeoed.

I must now eay yood bye f'or the present and I send Emily
B kiss & ny love instead of a letter. [ aw afraid sie do not
like tae excuange.

Yr Affsctionate Son

5.C.0. Ryday

Gamp . Ferozepors
Decr. 28, 1845.

My deer Mother

In the first place I must tell you that ] am nere safe
end untouched, Put we have had a fearful Battle and now I will
tell you all about it.

e were ordersd out inte Camp on hearing that the Seikns
had creessed in fercge abeut 12 piles up the river. This was on
the 1#th. The Qamp defended thei, aide of the Centonmentpg
nearest the Enemy. They advenced te within 6 miles of us, but
after that whenever they made a {orward movement Genl. Littler
ordersd ue all out and advanced towards them upon which they
fell fagik. This cccurmd twice. We then heard that the Govr.
Genl. & Cowmr, in Chief were 1lu full march to our assistance with
7 Regte. of FEuropeang Horse & Infy & 11 Hative Do. and a Battile
vae fought at Mudke 22 miles from thls place. The Enemy were
repulesé & 17 fGuns teken, though our side logt & large number bof
men & officers. The Selkha fipght adairably behind their Guns
¢n which they put their chief relience. This Battle was fought
on ke @th. Un the 20th Genl. L. marched us out intending to
attock the Seikhs in rear while the other forge attacked them in
front. We had not proceeded far when the Genl. heard that there



wag a large body of tne Enemy Cavry. advancing on Csnts. so
e rewurned. Hothing more happered inst day. But the nexk
merning (Decr. 21) we did march out & forming & junctisa with
& Ge. rorce we advanced to the attack lusedistely about &5
agloek.

Bow Hothsr you must know thet we Lad marched 7 alles
without any vater or food & the men hed bad noething tc eat ell
dey. We were sent into betitle dreadfully fatigued. The
“neny was wuch superier to us in every thing, Well we canme
Lo the sherge & the Fnewy commenced rlaying on us with their
Cuns, zending the suelle & round shot rabher unconfortably
close. The officers all of ue advanced gome way in front of
our men to chesr them on, But they oung back, The Grape
and reund shet wore whlzzing about gy sars in fearful nunmbers
it was more like a kail storm. We were ordered to retire and
the Rezt. waa dividad Inte right & left winge, How that
cappenad we could not make cut. Qur Javy. {the 3rd ¥) noet the
furopesn Cavy. charged snd came bagk quicksr than they went.
¥e afterwards went at 1t again our men drepping behind in
nusbere dying sith thirst & then the colors dropped behind and
bhe Adjt. zallepad baek teo £ind them while the énd in Comd. and
myself pressed on with & faw men by the side ofd Euron. corps
the 2th T thick and got inte the Batteries. Oapt. Strutisrs
& mysalf here yot mepareted and I found myseli with some of the
Europesns. Wou must imow thut the Seilho hed stopped the Meas
slores ol the 44tk Regt. & the Huckeriss were in the Camp., I
£°%t hold of m hutile of beer aad it relieved me greatly. 1
taen god inte » aizture of several Hegle. & found Struthers and

Hune (45th).  You must racollect tiet peme. de came out with
.
Tals s altar sunset. Wliere the rest of the corpz was I

could net fell, so I stayed wherpe I ¥en. fhile I wes tellkl
Wiln one of the officera n Jeikh Galleped right into the aldst
end giepped ubout 10 yds. from me. The officer called out
Twho Ig taet" and he turned to ;2llop off. 1 saw whet he wen
and sung out "Kill him K411 hin® end a3 he was going I paw him
wirn round 4n the apddle £ aeying Blaatgnard Peringhee or
pomething like that he Ffired = pistol at us which did no harm
2R the next mesent 3 or & musketa went 6ff and he was relled
ovar. I pan up %o hlm & Pound 2 or 3 Bepoys quietly putting
their beyonete threupl him. I s afraid to say 1 was rather
sled théi atherwiaa¢t ' |

I aext got into & Buron. Regt and we forwed square & lay
down. I got pome elethes out of & tent (Bnis was the Seiich
cemp) & tried to meke mymelf comfortable. But some foolg of



Sopoys lighted a Iire asd lamwcdielwly bang cams the metchlocks
from every side of ug and the Belis whizzed cver our heada.
ihe fire waa publ out ané whe 3epoys lighted it 5 or 6 times.
Eech time i1 blazed up want tie matcnlocks. Then 2 of
Lhe ensumy crepi up to within 80 yards of us and got behind

6 teat and fired right inte the widdls ¢ us. One pall nit
cie poor felicw an Line Cap of tae kase snd Lie other slightly
woundod an ofidcer. Tuere was an iscesssnt firing and blowing
up of mines all night long and the Brutes brought artillery te
bear en us aad played over us Cor sowe time. Luckily we were
Lying Gown or thers would heve beea & flemish account of us.
Evwever not louy alter we got Up and gquietily marched off and
left the Sedichs to gel lnto lseir camp agein.

I found acae of the (2t afterwards snd heard tiat bhiey
mad 4 offrs weuaded sad poor Tullech ghot. I felt sa if I
could Lavs offered my hesd to the fires geika I wet. I
aftervards found poor Jewerset {A.de U. %o the G.G.) sitting
under & tree with 5 Bullets im his bresst. [ was in Compy.
¥ita another offr. & we got some water and & Doctor for him and
Ileft alm wy p. edat. It wes dedicated to & good serviecs.
This wes aboul suurlse. Very soon afterwsrds I found ay regh.
aad Uisy losked upos me like as if I nes a shost for one of the
Offrs. bmd said he distiacily sas we nit with & nine peund shot
in vhs Budy & wuet I fell forwarde on ay fece. IHowever Thanks
to @ed I wes wulari.

I Loumad et 2 of uy Brouaer ofirg. nad been taken AWEY
Cao it 1o tue Breast & emovbher ia the leg, W#eld & Wood, Walash
hud & graze from a grape shot in ihe ingide of the ancle.
Sirubhers Was nid in bhe arm & Lukin in tas Thigh., Thess 2
lest were ceatusions. DBul I was sale - %0 uhe surgrise of
EVERY Gne . I found Tullecsh unad Heen 2it in tae jaw widch was
Faad red @ pary o bthe Tongue carried away. iHowsver ae is
daing well.

Deor. 42 We and anouher berd {lght ¥aich ended in our
Bragooms clasgiug %uw dnewy's 0avy. & pubtilag toem 1o £iight.
They all weni eway zad we alept t8at night and the next on
the field. We had weier Irum woors tuere were sous dead
Padies &l lenal i1 wes suppused 80 But we were uet parsicular.
Tie Daeuy ikve & great reverence for wieir cesd and are Buppoaed
12 iave Li¢ nuubers. e lest 2 great nunher of men &nd ofiicers
But I do nol snow exmetly now sany,



Today Decyr. 28, The rest of vhe forge marcned out w

"pate the Sekes® again while we rewsln kere Wit Lhe 62nd

{®ao uave 1ost 7 9fficers killed mnd (0 wouaded) ¢ wake chre

of thne Uantonmenta. Qur Zorp ie keptl penind for tnhe sase
resaon But I think it is & greal sname. 57 punw have besn
taitan £row toe Hnaxy sloegetuer. 1 ouast now auy good bye

for tae pregeat, Wishiag you 8y ieve had 8 happler

Zumas uhen we have. I have Lo be on dubty at the fort the whole
of the day ¢ gooed oye.

ir afiecte S[on

Deg. %1, Spencer

By tae Bys of course I forget everything that has any reference
%0 puginess. I think tne Best thing to be done with tue noney
will be to send it vut to me us I wisn to put it into tne Delple
Bank. It is certainly neot quive a¢ seie a5 in London there ie
very little difference and 9 per cent instead of 35 would bhe =
Lillle beiier.



